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know what it feels like to try out a new
approach-even if it doesn't work the
way they expected. I am pleased that the
empty pages are available for teachers to
lay down a legacy about their work so
that the next generation of teachers have
some words to help them get started.
Teachers believe in words and in
communication. We know that when we
write for publication we are engaging
our minds in a different type of reflection which can lead to the creation of
unexpected realizations about our work
and our students. In Playing in the
Dark: Whiteness and the Literary
Imagination, Toni Morrison (1992)
calls this the "surprise that is the
inevitable concomitant of the act of
creation" (p. 17).
I often feel as if I am in another game
of hide and seek when I sit down to
write: I do not feel ready to construct
any ideas at all. Yet I discover each time,
that the meaning does come out of hiding if I simply force myself to begin
writing.
Suppose you had four hours which
could be dedicated to writing a piece. In
Writing Without Teachers, Peter Elbow
(1973) sets forth a plan for dividing the
composing into four units of an hour. He
advises us to spend the first 45 minutes
simply writing quickly and conversationally (free writing). Then spend 15 minutes doing the tough job of summing up
whatever feels most important. In the
next session, Elbow says to write again
for 45 minutes-working from the first
summary. Write a new version without
much stopping or correcting.' Once
again, summarize for 15 minutes, aiming

When kids play hide and seek, their
counting becomes creative. Hiders know
not to expect 100 full seconds in which
to get ready. Whenever the seeker
comes, the hider had better be out of
sight. Some seekers I've known count by
tens.
A new school year always feels like
an old-fashioned game of hide and seek
Summer ends before it should for teachers. Responsibilities and alarm clocks
come looking for us whether we are
ready or not. We put out a burst of energy and try to save ourselves from being
caught unprepared.
This journal's arrival in your mailbox
may be a welcome event. Perhaps you
have recovered from the annual back-toschool emergency and are ready to think
about some of the issues and ideas the
writers will raise. I wish I could tell you
that this year's journal is ready for you,
that every issue is planned out and all
the articles are pooled in the printer's
file.
93 ... 94 ... Guess what! The school year
is here, and so are several articles. And
more have been promised. But though
- what we have is exciting, it isn't enough.
We do not have everything all tucked
away waiting.
Some editors would be nervous if
they faced the prospect of not knowing
how the next issue will come together. I
admit to feeling anxious. But actually, I
am glad that there is a lot of room left in
the journals (each of which will be 32
pages in length again this year).
I am glad that the possibility exists of
members getting excited about their
learning and then writing to let others
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for a single assertion. The first 45 minutes of third period can be spent in the
same way as the second-writing a new
version based on the previous summary.
With luck, this brings you to the editing
process: spend 15 minutes in the third
sitting making sure that your assertion is
solid and clear and then an entire fourth
hour polishing and refining. Gradually
ideas, which may have seemed distant
and fuzzy at first become clear and
unified.
And so we begin another year of sharing our thoughts about helping students
learn strategies for reading and writing.
Maybe this will be the month that you
will begin a piece about an experience
you have had in school. The Advisory
Board and I hope to see articles, stories,
and poems about issues such as:

• writing instruction,
• what on-going assessment teaches
us about students' learning,
• multi-cultural celebrations,
• integration of subject matters,
• motivation of students at various
ages, and
• teachers' learning processes.
The guidelines for writing are on the
inside of the back cover. I invite you to
help construct the journal. You are
more ready than you realize-so no
more hiding. As my brother used to call
when I had hid too well, "Allie Allie
Outs In Free!"

Robert L. Smith is an adjunct
instructor at Michigan State University
and a research assistant at Holt High
School. He is a member of the TriCounty Reading Council.
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